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TITLE 4. CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

BOARD OF GAME AND INLAND FISHERIES

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The Board of Game and Inland Fisheries is exempt from the Administrative Process Act pursuant to subdivision A 3 of § 2.2-4002 of the Code of Virginia when promulgating regulations regarding the management of wildlife. The department is required by § 2.2-4031 of the Code of Virginia to publish all proposed and final wildlife management regulations, including length of seasons and bag limits allowed on the wildlife resources within the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Title of Regulation:  4 VAC 15-40. Game: In General (amending 4 VAC 15-40-20; adding 4 VAC 15-40-21).

Statutory Authority:  §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Public Hearing Date:  June 23, 2005 - 9 a.m.
Public comments may be submitted until June 23, 2005.

Agency Contact:  Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4016 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488, or e-mail regcomments@dgif.state.va.us.

Public Notice:  The Board of Game and Inland Fisheries has ordered to be published, pursuant to §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia, the following proposed amendments to board regulations.  A public comment period on the proposed regulation opened March 24, 2005, and remains open until June 23, 2005.  Comments submitted must be in writing; must be accompanied by the name, address and telephone number of the party offering the comments; should state the regulatory action desired; and should state the justification for the desired action.  Comments should be sent to Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4016 West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia 23230, and need to be received no later than June 16, 2005, in order to be assured that the board will have the opportunity to review them before taking final action.

A public hearing on the advisability of adopting or amending and adopting the proposed regulation, or any parts thereof, will be held during a meeting of the board to take place at the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4000 West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia, beginning at 9 a.m. on Thursday, June 23, 2005, at which time any interested citizen present shall be heard.  If the board is satisfied that the proposed regulation, or any parts thereof, is advisable, in the form in which published or as amended after receipt of the public's comments, the board may adopt regulation amendments as final at the June 23 meeting.  The regulation or regulation amendment adopted may be either more liberal or more restrictive than that proposed and being advertised under this notice.

Summary:

The proposed amendments (i) legalize the use of a crossbow by any person in all hunting seasons in which archery equipment may be used; (ii) establish a special crossbow license for persons using a crossbow during the special archery hunting seasons, to be required in addition to the basic hunting license; and (iii) establish the fees for such special crossbow license at $12 for a resident of Virginia and $25 for a nonresident plus a $.50 issuance fee.

4 VAC 15-40-20. Hunting with crossbows, arrows to which any drug, chemical or toxic substance has been added or explosive-head arrows prohibited.

A. Except as otherwise provided by law or regulation, it shall be unlawful to use a crossbow, arrows to which any drug, chemical or toxic substance has been added or arrows with explosive heads at any that time for the purpose of hunting wild birds or wild animals.  A crossbow is defined as any bow that can be mechanically held in the drawn or cocked position.
B. Crossbows permitted for persons with permanent physical disabilities.  For the purposes of this section, any person possessing a medical doctor's written statement based on a physical examination declaring that such person has a permanent physical disability that prohibits the person from holding the mass weight of a conventional bow and arrow at arm's length perpendicular to the body, or from drawing or pulling or releasing the bow string of a conventional bow, which thus prevents that person from hunting with conventional archery equipment, may hunt with a crossbow during hunting seasons under the same rules, regulations, laws, and conditions that apply to hunters using standard archery equipment.  The doctor's written statement must be on a standardized form provided by the department.  The doctor's written statement must be carried by the person while hunting and the statement shall be presented upon demand to any officer whose duty it is to enforce the game and inland fish laws.

4 VAC 15-40-21.  Special crossbow license; hunting with crossbows.

There shall be a license to hunt with a crossbow during the special archery seasons that shall be in addition to the license required to hunt small game. The fee for the special crossbow license shall be $12 for a resident and $25 for a nonresident plus a $.50 issuance fee.  The special crossbow license may be obtained from the clerk or agent of any county or city whose duty it is to sell licenses.
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